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Charming “Harvey” from 1st Stage
Screwball comedy with terrific performances.

Jonathan Lee Taylor as Elwood P. Dowd and Sue Schaffel as Betty Chumley in "Harvey" at 1st Stage. Photo
by Teresa Castracane.
By David Siegel
Wednesday, November 25, 2015
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Photos by Teresa Castracane/Courtesy of 1st Stage
Jonathan Lee Taylor as Elwood P. Dowd in "Harvey" at 1st Stage.
With impeccable comic mastery, 1st Stage has produced a priceless, crisp “Harvey,” the 1945 Pulitzer Prize
winning play written by Mary Chase. Originally aimed at a WWII warweary America, “Harvey” is a
delightfully acted show, full of absurd situations and small gems of seriousminded moments.
“Harvey” spins around a character named Elwood P. Dowd, who may or may not be a delusional alcoholic.
The show probes the notion that being “a perfectly normal human being” might make someone a “stinker.” It
rummages into the possibility that a “pooka” (in Irish Folklore, a presence visible only to those who believe)
exists in the guise of sixfoot tall, “unseen” rabbit named Harvey.
Directed by Michael Chamberlin, “Harvey” has a cornucopia of stellar performances. A supporting ensemble
has many laughable moments, making onstage shambles into blissful entertainment. The supporting cast
make the production appealing even with characters that might be viewed as outofdate given their 1945
origins and viewpoints.
Where and When
1st Stage presents “Harvey” performing at 1524 Spring Hill Road, Tysons.
Performances now thru Dec. 20, 2015.
Fridays at 8 p.m.
Saturdays at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m.
Sundays at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m.
Tickets: $30; with student, seniors and military discounts.
Call 7038541856 or visit www.1ststagetysons.org.
Eccentric to a fault, Dowd is played by Jonathan Lee Taylor. He is a smoothtalking, mildmannered man,
often fueled by thoughts of having a drink. With wellplaced special effects, Taylor easily leaves the audience
wondering if he might be the sanest person on the stage.
The supporting cast includes a confident, terrific performance by Tonya Beckman as Dodd’s onstage sister
Veta. Beckman has a matchless ability to present a bewildering range of emotions such as exasperation, and
vexation without speaking a word. Her work is a bright candyland of vivid comic energy with her expressive
face and physicality.

Sue Schaffel and Emily Morrison provide superb moments of animated slowburning, daftness reacting to the
fraught situations their characters find themselves in. Elliot Bates, a boorish, highbrow doctor, who
transforms into an engaging oddball who believes Harvey is quite real.
As tentative love interests, Carolyn Kashner and Tim Torre perform agreeably. Robert Grimm has an over
thetop, burlesquelike turn as a medical orderly. Kelsey Meiklejohn and DeJeanette Horne are solid as foils
to the onstage clowning. With only a few moments on stage, William Aiken hits the mark delivering
sobering, wise lines of dialogue.
The seamlessly detailed WWII setting includes a fanciful use of a turntable that comes from the fertile minds
of scenic designer Kay Hughes, lighting designer Brittany Shemuga, costume designer Kara Waala and sound
designer Edward Moser.
“Harvey” will bring fun and diversion to anyone ready to let their guard down and be tickled.
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